Missed abortion: still appropriate terminology?
The term missed abortion has been in the obstetric literature more than 100 years. With ultrasonographic evaluation of early pregnancy, its textbook definition (death of a fetus without its expulsion for greater than or equal to 8 weeks) is rarely fulfilled. Yet the term missed abortion is still extensively used today with regard to early pregnancy losses. We recommend its abandonment and in its place the use of the following terms: first trimester intrauterine fetal death, second trimester intrauterine fetal death, and anembryonic gestation.